[Recurrent herpetic encephalitis].
A 64 year-old woman experienced, at 6 weeks' interval, two episodes of encephalitis with left hemiparesis, coma and signs of meningitis. Paraclinical examinations showed lymphocytic meningitis, right temporal hypodensity at CT and high titers for herpes simplex at blood serology. The spontaneous course was favourable with almost complete recovery. A third recurrence took place 2 months later with left hemiplegia, confusion and meningism. A tentative diagnosis of herpes simplex encephalitis was confirmed by major intrathecal synthesis of herpes virus specific antibodies and by highly suggestive MRI images. Treatment with acyclovir resulted in rapid regression of motor deficit and meningism, but neuropsychological disorders regressed more slowly with persistent visuo-constructive and memory disorders. During a fourth and milder recurrence, a stereotactic temporal brain biopsy was performed, which showed lesions of encephalitis and elevated titers for HSV1 in the temporal fluid. Another course of acyclovir followed by vidarabine produced complete remission. The possibility of recurrent types of herpes simplex encephalitis is discussed.